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DISCLAIMER: Readers are requested to verify
and make appropriate enquiries to satisfy
themselves about the veracity of an advertise-
ment before responding to any published in
this newspaper. THG PUBLISHING PVT LTD., the
Publisher & Owner of this newspaper, does not
vouch for the authenticity of any advertisement
or advertiser or for any of the advertiser’s
products and/or services. In no event can the
Owner, Publisher, Printer, Editor, Director/s,
Employees of this newspaper/company be held
responsible/liable in any manner whatsoever
for any claims and/or damages for advertise-
ments in this newspaper.

T
he master plan of
the Kochi Corpora-
tion is likely to be

noti�ed in a couple of days.
The Principal Secretary

of the Local Self-Govern-
ment department is under-
stood to have approved the
vision document for Kochi
that prescribes the deve-
lopment course the coastal
city will take during the
next 20 years. The State go-
vernment will have to issue
an order notifying the mas-
ter plan.

Once the Government
Order is issued, the master
plan will come into force.

Only those development
activities prescribed in the
vision document in speci-
�ed zones can be underta-
ken in the city with the not-
i�cation of the plan. The
document was also expect-
ed to give direction to the
future growth of the city in
a structured manner and
curb haphazard develop-
ment, said urban planners.

The document will de-
�ne the development path
for the city till 2040.

The preparation of the
master plan was made a
prerequisite for availing
funds under various Cen-
tral projects, including the
Atal Mission for Rejuvena-
tion and Urban Transfor-

mation (AMRUT) scheme.
The Kochi Corporation
utilised funds from the
Mission to prepare the vi-
sion document. The city al-
so has plans to take the
lead in preparing such a
document for the Kochi ag-
glomeration, which in-
cludes the neighbouring
local bodies, according to
civic administrators.

Consultations held

The city administration
had carried out extensive
public consultations be-
fore �nalising the docu-
ment. The draft plan was
released in the public do-
main on April 25 last year
to elicit views about the

document. Later, the civic
authorities scrutinised 173
suggestions and com-
plaints that they received
and incorporated the legal-
ly and technically feasible
ones into the document. 

The document was also
discussed in the working
groups of the civic body.
Traders, professional bo-
dies, government agen-
cies, and builders were al-
so consulted. Special
sessions were held to dis-
cuss the document with
MLAs and MP from the city
area.

The Corporation had al-
so constituted a master
plan committee to coordi-
nate the process.
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The Kochi Corporation will
approach the Kerala Water
Authority (KWA) to begin
work on the ₹185-crore
sewage treatment plant at
Elamkulam.

Though the project,
which was proposed under
the Atal Mission for Rejuve-
nation and Urban Transfor-
mation (Amrut), was
cleared by the Corporation
Council and approved by
the high-level committee of
Amrut, the project work
has not taken o�. The pro-
posal is to set up a 5-MLD
plant and a pipe network
of 40 km in the city.

The Corporation would
ask the KWA to initiate the
project and bring more ci-

ty areas under its network,
said a communication is-
sued by Mayor M. Anilku-
mar. The civic body had re-
viewed the progress of the
project in the city.

Of the 6,000 applica-
tions of families for piped
water connections, 4,354
were given free connec-
tions. New pipelines would
be laid to the Thuruthi
housing project and Fort
Kochi hospital to provide
drinking water.

The pipelines in the
Kunnumpuram division
from where pipe bursts
were frequently reported
would be replaced. The
permission for cutting,
trenching and restoration
of roads would be issued
only after the rainy season,
the meeting decided.
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The Kerala High Court has
directed the Executive En-
gineer, Public Works de-
partment (PWD), Ernaku-
lam, to assess the damage
caused to the houses of 15
residents in the explosion
in February at a temporary
�recracker storage unit at
Choorakkad near
Thripunithura.

The court also directed
the Executive Engineer to
complete the assessment
within two months. The or-
der was issued recently on
a writ petition by Gopi-
nathan C. of Choorakad
and 14 other residents
seeking a directive to the
State government to auth-
orise an o�cial to assess
the damage caused to the

houses of the petitioners. 
The petitioners also

sought a compensation of
₹1 lakh towards the mental
agony and insecurity suf-
fered by them, from the
government.

When the petition came
up for hearing, Asif Ali
M.H., counsel for the peti-
tioners, submitted that
despite repeated requests
by the petitioners for im-
mediate disbursal of com-
pensation, the competent
authorities did not pay
heed to them.
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The petitioners 
also sought a
compensation of 
₹1 lakh towards 
the mental agony
su�ered by them.

Tyre exports from India
made a sharp recovery in
the second half of 2023-24
�scal and went up by 12%
in value terms compared
to the same period during
the previous �scal, accord-
ing to data recently re-
leased by the Ministry of
Commerce.

In the �rst, tyre exports

were severely impacted by
falling demand in view of
slowdown in advanced
economies, geopolitical
uncertainties, and in�a-
tionary pressures. The to-
tal tyre exports from India
during 2023-24 stood at
₹23,073 crore matching
previous year’s �gure.

“The resurgence wit-
nessed in tyre exports in
the second half of the year
despite a tough external

environment is a testa-
ment to the resilience of
the Indian tyre industry to
ride through challenging
times and carve a niche for
itself. It also points to the
compelling value proposi-
tion o�ered by Indian tyre
manufacturers on quality
which is being appreciated
globally,” said Arnab Ba-
nerjee, Chairman, Auto-
motive Tyre Manufactur-
ers’ Association (ATMA).

Indian tyre exports register sharp
recovery in second half of last �scal 
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